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COLONIAL MIGRATION DURING THEO

B Annual colonial migration per million inhabitants in the metropole
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Data source: Landry (2006), « Les Francgais passés au Canada avant 1760 »
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LEVENSHTEIN'S ALGORITHM
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HOW ABOUT THE MERCURE AND THE'JOUR

<~ No interesting metadata patterns
<~ Poor OCR quality

<~ Text mining limited to article extraction

... Still useful when dealing with 75,000 pages



PRODUCTION OF KNOWLEDGE

MAP ADVERTISEMENTS
< New topographical details about the New World

< Maps as war visualisation devices

< Uncertainty

MINERAL AND BOTANICAL RICHES
< Platinum (and maybe more?)

< Plant-based industries

... but for whom?



AN ETERNAL AMERICA IN POPULAR CULT

AN ALIEN LAND
< America on stage

< America in word games

A LAND OF OPPORTUNITY (FOR SOME)
o Marriage and Death Announcements

o Few Opportunities for the Poor

A LAND OF DANGER (FOR ALL)
< Bad Company

< Pirates

< And that weather...



THREE TIME SCALES, THREE LAYERS

~ Stable collective consciousness: unbalanced of rewards
< Slow-moving science: opportunities and risk

o Fast-moving current events: a dangerous, foreign land

DIGITAL CONTRIBUTION TO THE ANALYSIS?

o Metadata-heavy (when possible)
< No groundbreaking methodological developments

<~ But sufficient to support a historical argument
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